AN ACT TO CREATE
ACCESS TO JUSTICE

The Access to Justice Bill is
needed to eliminate the
unwarranted burden of proving
that governmental programs or
activities with a disparate impact
are motivated by discriminatory
intent.

The Access to Justice Bill is
intended to fill a gap between
discriminatory actions handled
by the Massachusetts Commission
Against Discrimination and other
discriminatory actions where the
complainant should not have to
prove that the discriminatory act
was intentional. This bill is
heeded to address environmental
injustices, public transit delays,
exclusionary land use practices,
lack of language access services,
the school to prison pipeline,
lack of sufficient special
education services, and
inadequate prison conditions for
certain populations. Providing
opportunities to challenge
policies with discriminatory
effects in state courts will be
especially critical in the event
there is a federal administration
hostile to civil rights.
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BECOME A CO-SPONSOR OF
HD.1677, $D.953

SPONSORS: REPRESENTATIVE MESCHINO,
SENATORS DIDOMENICO AND MIRANDA

THIS BILL WILL

PROTECT VULNERABLE

u GROUPS. This bill prohibits
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, national
origin, immigration status,

sexual orientation, age,
medical condition, and more.

DISCRIMINTATION. The Act
would prohibit actions or
making decisions that
disadvantage protected
groups, regardless of intent.

a PROHIBIT UNINTENTIONAL

REMEDIES. Affected groups
could file claims in state
court, rather than federal
court. The Act also does not

a INCREASE ACCESS TO LEGAL

require affected individuals
to go through administrative
red tape before being able to
bring a claim.

For more info, contact: Sofia,
sofia@ace-ej.org

Supported by ACLU MA, Massachusetts
Appleseed Center for Law and Justice,
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute,
Mass Trans Political Coalition, Prisoners
Legal Services and the MA EJ Table:
GreenRoots; Alternatives for Community
& Environment; Coalition for Social
Justice; Conservation Law Foundation;
Clean Water Action; Environmental
League of MA; Green Energy Consumers
Alliance; MA Public Health Assoc., North
American Indian Center of Boston;
Groundwork Lawrence; Lawyers for Civil
Rights; Union of Concerned Scientists;
and UU Mass Action.



https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/HD1581
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/SD1079

UNA LEY PARA CREAR

ACCESO A LA JUSTICIA

CONVIERTASE EN COPATROCINADOR DE
HD.1677, $D.953

PATROCINADORES: REPRESENTANTE
MESCHINO, SENADORES DIDOMENICO Y
MIRANDA

El proyecto de ley de acceso a la
justicia es necesario para eliminar la
carga injustificada de probar que
programas o actividades
gubernamentales con un impacto
dispar son motivados por
intenciones discriminatorias.

El proyecto de ley de acceso a la
justicia tiene por objeto llenar el
vacio entre accione discriminatorias
manejadas por la Comisidn contra la
Discriminacion de Massachusetts y
otros actos discriminatorios en las
que el denunciante no deberia tener
que probar qgue el acto
discriminatorio fue intencional. Este
proyecto de ley es necesario para
abordar las injusticias ambientales,
los retrasos en el transporte publico,
las practicas excluyentes sobre
utilizaciédn de la tierra, la falta de
servicios de acceso linguistico, el
flujo de la escuela a la prision, la
falta de suficiente servicios de
educacion especial y las condiciones
carcelarias inadecuadas para ciertas
poblaciones. Brindar oportunidades
para desafiar las politicas con
efectos discriminatorios en los
tribunales estatales sera
especialmente critico en caso de que
haya una administracion federal
hostil a los derechos civiles.

ESTE PROYECTO DE LEY

VULNERABLES. Este proyecto de
ley prohibe la discriminacion
basada en raza, color, religién,
origen nacional, estado
migratorio, orientacidon sexual,
edad, condicién médica y mas.

a PROTEGERA A LOS GRUPOS

INVOLUNTARIA. La Ley prohibiria
acciones o tomar decisiones que
perjudiquen a los grupos
protegidos,
independientemente de su
intencion.

a PROHIBIRA LA DISCRIMINACION

RECURSOS JURIDICOS. Los
grupos afectados podrian
presentar reclamos en un

a AUMENTARA EL ACCESO A LOS

tribunal estatal, en lugar de un
tribunal federal. La Ley tampoco
exige que las personas afectadas
pasen por tramites burocraticos
administrativos antes de poder
presentar una reclamacion.

Para obtener mas informacion,
comuniquese con: Sofia, sofia@ace-ej.org

Apoyado por ACLU MA, Massachusetts
Appleseed Center for Law and Justice,
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute,
Mass Trans Political Coalition, Prisoners
Legal Services and the MA EJ Table:
GreenRoots; Alternatives for Community
& Environment; Coalition for Social
Justice; Conservation Law Foundation;
Clean Water Action; Environmental
League of MA; Green Energy Consumers
Alliance; MA Public Health Assoc., North
American Indian Center of Boston;
Groundwork Lawrence; Lawyers for Civil
Rights; Union of Concerned Scientists; y
UU Mass Action.



https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/HD1581
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/SD1079

